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In order to give the younger men their chance Dr. Isadore Rosen is resigning
as Clinical Professor of Dermatology and Syphilology at The New York Post-
Graduate Medical School, Columbia University and as Chief of Service at The
New York Skin and Cancer Unit. I welcome this opportunity to express my
esteem of Dr. Rosen with whom I have been closely associated at the Medical
School and Hospital and at the New York Skin and Cancer Unit for many years.
I remember meeting him for the first time, I believe in 1909, when he was
an assistant of Dr. Hermann Goldenberg at the Mount Sinai Skin Clinic. Rosen's
energy and enthusiasm at that time were his outstanding characteristics. He
has carried these with him throughout the years.
He became Chief of the Skin and Syphilis Service at Mount Sinai Hospital
after Dr. Goldenberg retired. He was also a member of the staff of the late
Professor John A. Fordyce, then Chief of the Skin and Syphilis Department at
the Vanderbilt Clinic, College of Physicians and Surgeons, Columbia University.
Rosen's talents were soon recognized and he rose rapidly to the position of Clinical
Professor of his department. He was one of the first to start the teaching of
syphilis to the post-graduate students and was one of the original group, together
with Drs. Wise, Satenstein, Scheer and the writer that participated in the expan-
sion of post-graduate teaching of skin and syphilis under the leadership of Dr.
George Miller MacKee.
There are certain qualities about Dr. Rosen that impress you especially after
you get to know him. He is sincere, honest and loyal. He possesses artistic
qualities of no small merit and has on several occasions exhibited at the New
York Academy of Medicine Art Exhibit. He has always been known as a keen
observer and an excellent judge not only of persons, but also of non-medical
objects such as precious jewels and other valuables. He can appraise both
persons and objects accurately.
His scientific contributions are many, at first confined chiefly to syphilis,
later to arsenical and cholesterol studies and albumin-globulin ratios in various
dermatoses. For this purpose he maintained a laboratory at his own expense
at the New York Skin and Cancer Unit. In this laboratory his brother, an
expert analytic chemist, collaborated in Dr. Rosen's studies. Rosen called atten-
tion to the unusual dermatoses like erythroderma ichthyosiforme; and to that
chronic recurrent dermatosis, later named by Sulzberger and Garbe, chronic
exudative discoid and lichenoid dermatosis.
He has held office and is still active in many dermatologic societies, including
the Manhattan Dermatologic Society and the Skin and Syphilis Section of the
New York Academy of Medicine. He has been a member of the American
Dermatologic Association for many years and is one of the Founders Group
of the American Board of Dermatology and Syphilology.
Rosen developed a punctuality and regularity of habits from which he has
deviated only on very special occasions. He believes in the maxim of Benjamin
Franklin "early to bed and early to rise". Although he has reached the age
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of 65, he could well continue teaching with as much ease and more enthusiasm
than many a younger man.
Francis Bacon stated that every man is a debtor to his profession. Just as
one strives to elevate himself in it, so in turn must he contribute something
to the profession of which he is a part. Rosen's career is not only a great per-
sonal success but he also fulfills the above dual requirement by his teaching
and by his valuable contributions to the literature of his chosen field.
He has not unfolded his plans for the future. I am sure some part of it will
be spent in painting and iu trying to improve his score on the golf course. More-
over he will surely continue to give of his knowledge and experience as a Consult-
ant at the Skin and Cancer Unit and the New York Post-Graduate Hospital.
All those associated with him will welcome his advice and counsel and hope
that we will continue to see him as often in the future as we have in the past.
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